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Solar Atlanta
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● Install solar panels at 28 City 
facilities 
○ Fire stations & rec centers
○ Sites located throughout the City
○ Half are in low-income / minority 

communities -> Equity

● RFP issued January 22
● Bids received in April 6
● Target date: End of 2016
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Locations for PV at CoA Buildings
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Competitively bid for a solar developer to install, own 
and operate PV panels on 24 municipal buildings

Municipal Buildings PV Approach
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Gun Club Road Landfill

4.74 MWDC Solar Energy System



SolSmart Advisor
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● Temporary program funded advisor
● Works with municipal staff to reduce solar “soft costs”
● Assists the City in its pursuit of solar goals

Solar permitting and expansion
Planning, zoning, construction codes
Solar rights & community engagement
Market development & finance

● Tracking key metrics for solar progress
● Engaging with SolSmart Technical Advisor team
● Conducting SolSmart outreach to neighboring 

communities
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Community Solar



Who would manage PACE?

City of Atlanta
Office of Sustainability

Invest Atlanta Ygrene Energy Fund Fulton and DeKalb County 
Tax Commissioners

Role: Program 
Sponsor

Creates PACE 
Financing 
District

Role: Fund 
Manager

Raises Private 
Funds from 
Investors

Role: Program 
Administrator

Screens 
Applicants and 
Projects  

Role: Bill 
Collector

Collects PACE 
Assessments

Four Partners in Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) 
Program Implementation



What is proposed?

PACE Financing Program Objectives: 
• Support Atlanta’s sustainability efforts
• Create $500 million fund for green projects

Program Structure:
• Provides financing to upgrade properties
• Offers loans of $5K up to 10% of building value
• Utilizes 100% private capital, no public subsidy

Eligible Uses of Funds: 
• Water Conservation Improvements
• Energy Efficiency Improvements
• Renewable Energy Installations

Eligible Properties: 
• Current: Commercial & multi-family residential in Fulton



How does PACE work?

Active PACE Programs:
• Los Angeles, CA
• San Francisco, CA
• Washington, DC
• Miami-Dade, FL
• Minneapolis, MN
• Austin, TX

Benefits to Property Owners:

• Up-front financing for upgrades

• Up to 20 years to repay

• Billed with property taxes 

• Debt stays with property upon sale
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Express Solar Permit 

- Access pdf guide:
➢ City of Atlanta Office of Planning
➢ Buildings
➢ Express Permits
➢ Solar Roof Installation

- Permits required:
➢ Electrical 
➢ Buildings
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Express Solar Permit 
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Questions?

Stephanie Stuckey Benfield
sbenfield@atlantaga.gov
40 4-330 -610 0/ ATLSustainable

@ATLSustainable
@StuckeyBenfield

mailto:abastian@atlantaga.gov
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